Build a Prayer Altar

By M.B. Howard

rayer may be the single most im-

portant factor in successful mis-

sions. Without a mature prayer
life, a Christian may be unable to
discern the direction God has for his
life.

There are many reasons why people
don’t have an effective prayer life. One
may be that people aren’t comfortable
when they pray. Another reason is that
people need a place that is set aside for
the purpose of prayer. The Bible en-
courages patterns of prayer and says that
Christians should enter into their
closets to pray.

This blueprint is for a prayer
altar. The idea was submitted by TW.
Hunt, LIFE consultant for prayer at the
Baptist Sunday School Board. The

plans were drawn for him by Sunday
School Board architects.

Depending on the width you choose,
a person can pray alone or with another.
Consider building this prayer altar to be
placed in church prayer rooms, mission
center prayer rooms, retreat centers, or
businesses. When several are com-
bined, these altars work as prayer ben-
ches near the sanctuary’s podium.

The best use is for prayer at home.
Consider setting aside a room, corner
of a room or a closet just for prayer.

Wherever you place this altar, leave a
Bible there along with other prayer
guides such as Missionary Prayer
Calendar, Praying for Foreign Mis-
sionaries by Country, and Praying
Around the World Every Seven Days.
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Each is available from the Brotherhood
Commission.

The dimensions on page 4.2 are for a
4-foot-2-inch altar to accommodate two
people. For an individual prayer altar,
reduce the width to 2-feet-2-inches. For
the altar shown on this page, I used
white pine. Depending on your finish
you may want to glue wood together
and use cherry, oak or walnut. Total
cost was under $30 and took about
eight hours to build.

TOOLS AND MATERIAL
REQUIRED
Table saw or radial arm saw
Dado head for saw
Staple gun and 1/4-inch staples
Sandpaper
Steel wool
Wiping stain
Satin finish varnish
Wood chisel
6-penny finish nails
Nail set
Wood putty
Square
Rule
Electric drill
1l-inch wood bit
3/8-inch wood bit
5/16-inch wood bit
1 x 12 8-foot lumber
1 x 8 4-foot lumber
2 x 12 8-foot lumber
2 x 10 6-foot lumber
1/2-inch plywood (7% x 50 inches)
8 foot 1/2-inch quarter round
8 x 2 x 50-inch dense foam padding
Upholstery
2 1/4 x 3-inch stove bolts
4 1/4-inch nuts
2 1/4-inch washers
6 3/8 x 2%-inch dowel pins
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STEPS

1. Cut two 11 x 30-inch side sections
(A) from the 2 x 12. From the remain-
ing 2 x 12 section, cut two pieces 4%z x
24 inches (B). Angle one end by
measuring one inch from the side and
cutting diagonally from that point to the
opposite corner.

2. Mount the A and B side sections
using 3/8-inch dowel pins. (NOTE: To
match the dowel pin holes, you may
want to drill pilot holes through the en-
tire base using a 1/4-inch wood bit.)

3. Using a 3/8-inch wood bit, drill
the dowel pin holes 1 1/2 inches deep.
Attach A and B sections using dowel
pins and wood glue. You may wish to
use pipe clamps to insure a tight fit. In
all instances, wipe off excess glue using
a wet cloth or towel.

4. Use the 1 x 12 cut to 47 inches in
length to make section C. Make sure
the ends are square. Cut to 10-inch
width, making this cut at an angle of 11
degrees.

5. Use the 1 x 8 cut to 47 inches in
length to make section D. Cut to 6
3/4-inch width, making this cut at an
angle of 11 degrees.

6. Use remaining 1 x 12 cut to 47 in-
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ches in length to make base of shelf of
section E. Cut to 9% inches.

7. Cut two 47-inch lengths of 1/2-inch
quarter round. (NOTE: At this point
you majl wish to nail together sections
C, D and E with six-penny finishing
nails using wood glue in the joints.)
Apply wood glue to square sides of
quarter round and attach to top leading
edge of'section C. This makes a
rounded book rest that is comfortable to
lean on.

8. Use the 2 x 10 cut to 482 inches to
make section G. Cut to 7% inches in
width. Angle the leading edge to match
angle on base (section B). Using a dado
blade (or saw blade), make cuts on all
four sides of each end 3/4-inch wide
and 1/4-inch deep.

9. Use remaining 2 x 10 which should
be cut to 1% x 3 x 48'% inches to make
section F. Use a dado blade to make
cuts on all four sides of each end
3/4-inch wide and 1/4-inch deep.

10. Oh assembled ends (A and B),
locate and mark positions where F and
G sections will be mortised. Use 1-inch
wood bit and wood chisel to make joints
in end section for mortise. Use wood
glue and finish nails to assemble end
section and F and G sections.

11. Attach book rest section to sides
using wood glue and finish nails. Use a
nail set to secure all nails and wood put-
ty to fill holes. Sand, stain and varnish.

12. Cut a piece of 1/2-inch plywood
to 7'2-inch width by 50 inches in length
to build knee rest (H). Twelve inches
from each end, drill 5/16-inch holes in
the center of the plywood. Position
plywood over section G and drill exact
holes through section G. Use l-inch
wood bit and enlarge hole in top of sec-
tion G to 1/2-inch depth. Position
1/4-inch stove bolt and nut to section H
(plywood) and tighten securely. Cut
dense foam.padding to fit top of section
H and use wood glue to secure. Using
the upholstery of your choice and a
staple gun, cover section H by lapping
and stapling from underneath.

13. Attach H to G using 1/4-inch
washers and 1/4-inch nuts.

M.B. Howard is a Mission Service Corps
volunteer serving as construction fellowship coor-
dinator of the National Fellowship of Baptists in
Missions. NFBM will network Baptist Men's and
Baptist Young Men's units wanting to build this
design with churches that need prayer altars. For
more information write: NFBM, 1548 Poplar Ave.,
Memphis, TN 38104. If you have a design idea
appropriate for use in missions, send it to
Missions Blueprints at the same address.
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